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For the eighth time, the UN General Assembly called for an end to the US embargo on Cuba. At the
same meeting, a Cuban official announced his government would sue the US for damages caused
by the embargo. President Bill Clinton decided against placing Cuba on the list of major drugproducing and drug-transit countries. A newspaper report, citing evidence from the investigation
of a 1983 robbery by a Puerto Rican nationalist group, says Cuba financed and sponsored their
activities.

UN passes eighth resolution against US Cuban embargo
On Nov. 9, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution calling for an end to the four-decadeold US embargo against Cuba. The vote was 155-2 with eight abstentions. This was the eighth
consecutive UN resolution against the embargo. The majority voting for the resolution was the
largest yet, while abstentions decreased from previous years. As last year, Israel was the only
country to vote with the US against the resolution.
The resolution's text emphasizes the Assembly's opposition to the 1996 Helms-Burton Act, which
seeks to extend US jurisdiction on Cuban matters to other countries, in particular by punishing
foreign firms that occupy or profit from properties confiscated by the Cuban government (see
NotiSur, 1996-03-01). European Union (EU) countries, along with other major US allies and trading
partners, oppose US attempts under Helms-Burton to hinder their investments in Cuba.
Spain is at present warning the US to retract its decision to force the Spanish-owned Sol Melia hotel
chain to not operate on property in Cuba that the US says belongs to US citizens (see NotiCen,
1999-08-19). In his address to the General Assembly, Ricardo Alarcon, president of the Cuban
parliament, officially announced that Cuba would sue the US for US$100 billion in damages caused
by the embargo.
Earlier, a Cuban court handed down a decision holding the US liable for US$181 billion in
indemnization for human suffering and property damages (see NotiCen, 1999-09-23). Alarcon said
the government was studying where to file the suit. He also announced that the suit was part of a
new campaign to fight the embargo with legal maneuvers, but he did not reveal what other actions
might be taken.
US deputy ambassador to the UN Peter Burleigh said the embargo was part of the US policy to bring
democracy to Cuba and that the US had been "extremely generous" in sending humanitarian aid to
Cuba.
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President Bill Clinton omits Cuba from drug-country list
President Clinton informed Congress Nov. 15 that he would not include Cuba on the list of major
illicit drug-producing or drug-transit countries for shipments into the US market. The decision
outraged Cuban exile leaders and right-wing members of Congress who have campaigned to get
Cuba on the majors list. "Clear evidence shows that massive amounts of illegal narcotics bound
for the United States transit the Cuban land mass, Cuban airspace, and Cuban waters," said Rep.
Benjamin Gilman (R-NY), chairman of the House International Relations Committee.
The case against Cuba is based primarily on a drug shipment seized in Colombia in 1998, which the
anti-Castro community says was intended for the US market (see NotiCen, 1999-02-18). But the State
Department has concluded that the shipment was bound for Spain and that, in any case, it could not
be counted in assessing Cuba since it never arrived in Cuba. In December 1998, the administration
placed Cuba on a list of "countries of concern," but has balked at moving Cuba to the majors list.
The president's letter to Congress said, "While there have been some reports that trafficking
syndicates use Cuban land territory for moving drugs, we have yet to receive any confirmation that
this traffic carries significant quantities of cocaine or heroin to the United States." Official sources
said the State Department had advocated inclusion of Cuba on the majors list, but that White House
advisors were opposed. The White House is following a policy of unofficial cooperation with Cuba
on drug interdiction.
US drug czar Barry McCaffrey has opposed placing Cuba on the majors list as he and other officials
noted a decrease in drug traffic through Cuban waters. Inclusion of Cuba would do nothing to
improve interdiction nor would the economic sanctions used against countries on the list be of
significance given the embargo against the island already in place.

Report claims Puerto Rican nationalists had links to Cuba
The Puerto Rican nationalist organizations Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Nacional (FALN) and
Los Macheteros have come under renewed scrutiny since August when President Clinton offered
clemency to 16 of their members serving time in federal prisons. Eleven were released in September.
The groups are said to have been responsible for 120 bombings in the 1970s.
The Hartford Courant reported Nov. 7 that Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) files showed
that the FALN was supported and financed by the Cuban government. The files relate to the FBI
investigation of the 1983 holdup of a Wells Fargo armored truck in West Hartford. They purportedly
contain transcripts of intercepted telephone conversations between Macheteros and Cuban
intelligence officers.
An FBI memo said, "Numerous court-authorized interceptions of conversations...have determined
that the Cubans support and direct the Macheteros at a firsthand level." Cuba received one-third
of the US$7.2 million stolen in the holdup, the Courant reported. The Courant's own investigation
turned up evidence that FALN leaders met with Cuban agents in Mexico City and Cuba during the
period in question. Cuban representatives in the Cuban Interests Section in Washington denied the
story as did former Machetero Filiberto Ojeda Rios, who called it "ridiculous." Elizam Escobar, one
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of the 11 freed in September, also denied any connection with Cuba. "It doesn't surprise me that
this comes out now," he said. "It's a desperate effort by politicians and law-enforcement agencies to
criminalize the independence movement."
Other nationalists said the connection with Cuba was limited to moral support for the goal of
Puerto Rican independence. The clemency offer unleashed a series of attacks from congressional
Republicans who claimed the imprisoned nationalists were terrorists, although none had been
convicted of a violent crime. Rep. Vito Fossella (R-NY) said The Hartford Courant story "confirms
what we have been saying all along: that the White House sells out to terrorists."
Rep. Dan Burton (R-IN) asked the FBI for its records on the Wells Fargo robbery investigation,
and he asked the Central Agency (CIA) for information on any Cuba-FALN connection. Burton's
Committee on Government Reform and Oversight has held hearings on the clemency issue, and
Burton said he might begin hearings on the alleged Cuban connection as well. In a related matter,
the State Department held up the visa for Cuban diplomat Fernando Garcia Bielsa because of the
accusation that he worked with the FALN. Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC), chair of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, said Garcia was "a notorious Cuban intelligence operative," and he asked
the FBI to withdraw its approval for him to enter the US for an assignment at the Cuban Interests
Section in Washington.
Helms and others say Garcia met with FALN members in the 1970s, but the FBI has decided that
a meeting is not enough reason to deny the visa. Garcia has not received the visa yet because of a
delay by Cuban authorities in processing visas for two US officials waiting to take positions in the
US Interests Section in Havana. The State Department and the Cuban Foreign Ministry maintain
there is no link between the Garcia case and the delays in Cuba. [Sources: Notimex, El Universal
(Mexico), The Miami Herald, 11/02/99; Reuters, 11/09/99; The Chicago Tribune, Xinhua, 11/10/99;
Spanish News Service EFE, 11/07/99, 11/10/99; Associated Press, 11/06/99, 11/08/99, 11/09/99,
11/10/99, 11/12/99]
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